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'as noble looking as royal swans'. Karnadeva Ghelo ruled
in Gujarata. Being enamoured of Kesava's wife, he killed
the husband and appropriated the wife. The minister
Madhava, Kesava's brother, moved by wrath, said, "I
shall not taste any food in Gujarata till I bring the Turks
here."1 On this, the poet feelingly laments:

To the place where he worshipped his God and sang His praises;
where he performed sacrifices and gave gifts to Brahmanas; where he
worshipped the sacred Tulsi plant and Pipala tree, heard recited the Vedas
and the Puranas; where all go for pilgrimage; where all sing the Smrtis and
the Puranas, there, Madhava brought the Mlechhas.2

Ready to betray his country for a private wrong,
Madhava goes to Delhi. He approaches Sultan Alla-ud-din
with presents and offers to subdue Gujarata if an army is
given to him. The sultan consents, and sends a message
to Kanhadade, the Cohana king of Jhalora, to let the imperial
army pass through his territory on its way to Gujarata.
Proudly, Kanhadade replies:

I owe no such duty. They will plunder the villages; take my men
prisoners; tear off women's ears. I do not make way for those who oppress
the Brahmana and the cow.3

But Alla-ud-din, determined to conquer Gujarata, secures
a passage through Mevada. Battada of Modasa vainly bars
the way of the onrushing hosts.

Pillaging, burning, destroying, the Sultan's army marches
towards Patana. The Mussalmans, with Madhava at their
head, invest the city. The ex-minister, traitor to the last,
advises Karria to escape with his life. The king takes the
advice; the queen flees on foot; and the capital falls into
the hands of Alafkhan, the general of Alla-ud-din. 'And
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